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Friendship Church opens their doors to many different groups.  Before the pandemic hit there were 10 different groups using our building for meetings.
They are:
	Alcoholics Anonymous
	Gamblers Anonymous
	PFLAG = Parents, Family and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
	Sons of Union Veterans of Civil War
	Boughton Ridge Townhome Association
	4 Girl Scout troops
	1 Boy Scout troop

Other activities:
We offered space to Bethel Prayer Fellowship for their prayer meetings several times a week.  Our neighboring church, 7th Day Adventist - Bolingbrook Church, used our parking lot every Saturday.  Both Bethel Prayer and 7th Day are not holding worship/prayers at this time.  The Lay Academy was held here in January when things were considered normal.  This went very well. The District Superintendent, Rev. Jeffry Bross, hosted a training for Aurora District Staff Parish member in our building in February.  

We are also a polling place.  The primary was held here in March and the general election will be held here on Nov. 3.  Strict measures will be taken to help prevent COVID-19. 

The pandemic reached world-wide proportions and things were shut down for many months.  Guidelines to return to worship were made following the NIC Return Team Plan and IDPH guidelines.  Once Illinois went into the governor’s phase 4 plan, we wanted to be ready to implement our own guidelines for reopening.

The Friendship Re-opening Team held numerous meetings to discuss how to reopen.  The congregation received this information through a brochure and a video that was created to let them know what to expect when coming to worship.  Disinfection of surfaces is done both before and after any activity.    Specific restrooms are designated for use while others are closed.   Certain areas of the building are closed to limit the need for disinfecting everything.  Hand sanitizer was made available in various locations and masks must be worn in the building.  Social distancing must be observed.  Temperatures are taken and hand sanitizer is available before entering the building. There are social distancing markers on the floor as well as signs directing people where to go.  Seats in the sanctuary are all six feet apart.  There are arrows on the floor to give directions on which way to exit.  There is no singing.  Music is pre-recorded.  Groups who use the building must also follow these procedures.  All these steps have been taken to keep people as safe as possible.

Returning meetings:
Sons of Union Veterans has returned to the building as have the Boy Scouts.  AA was meeting in the parking lot in the warmer months and has just begun to meet in the building again.  One of our Girl Scout troops has been meeting outside on the church grounds.  All 4 of the Girl Scout troops will return to inside the building when their council allows them to do so.  7th Day Adventist has been using our lot for food pantries that are held twice a month.  The entire lot is used as the lines are long and the need is great.

Pre-COVID activities in 2019:
South Suburban Immigrant Project held several activities here in 2019.   They were prevented from using our building in 2020 because of the virus.  

